
SAVE THE DATE!

WINGS (Women in Northfield Giving Support) educates 
and expands the number of women in philanthropy, 
builds and strengthens community through pooled in-
vestments, and improves the lives of women and youth 
in the Northfield area through focused giving.

Please mail your check (P.O. Box 845, Northfield, MN 55057) 
or donate online (wings-mn.org/donate) by Nov. 30. Send your 
tax-deductible gift soon. Thank you! 

Stay informed about WINGS! E-news is sent to WINGS members 
and friends monthly. If you are not receiving e-news, please 
check your email spam folder. If you have questions, contact 
communications@wings-mn.org.

WINGS   P.O. Box 845   Northfield, MN 55057

Thank you for considering making your legacy gift to WINGS. 
For more information, contact Patsy Ophaug; president@
wings-mn.org.

WINGS is an affiliate of the Saint Paul and Minnesota 
Foundation

Greetings!

This time of year 
carries a rhythmic 
shift from colorful, 
warm autumn weeks 
to the inevitable 
shorter, darker days. 
How do you prepare 
yourself for the cold 

winter ahead? There are a variety of ways to 
adjust to the changing seasons and starting 
with gratitude is always a good practice. I 
have so much to be thankful for and one of 
them is this powerful organization we are 
all a part of, WINGS! After being invited 
to join a “giving circle” 20+ years ago, I 
had no idea how much I would learn and 
grow. I am so thankful for being asked to 
join, for the variety of ways I’ve been able 
to belong, and for the opportunities to 
come alongside the efforts of other caring 
women in Northfield who want to make 
our community better for all of us.

We have over 40 women who currently 
volunteer on committees, assist with special 

projects, and serve on the board. These 
women bring their professional skills, 
their passions and their gifts to further 
the mission of WINGS. I am grateful for 
the plethora of ways these women shape 
our efforts, create strategies for change 
and provide the pathway for WINGS to 
continue for the next 25 years and beyond. 

WINGS has over 250 members who 
believe in making a tangible difference 
in Northfield. I am thankful for your 
commitment, your trust and your 
belief that by working together we can 
understand and support the needs of 
women and youth in our community. Your 
ongoing membership has a direct impact 
on our neighbors – from the mom who 
needs diapers, to the family who has safe 
housing, to the youth getting help with 
mental health challenges, and so many 
others. And the needs continue to grow. 

We’re closing in on another amazing 
year for WINGS. We just celebrated a 
wonderful milestone together – WINGS’ 
25th Anniversary! It was so great to 
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reflect on some historic moments, to 
remember how we began, to honor the 
wisdom, hard work and tenacity of our 
founding members and to be inspired 
by the impact that’s been made by our 
incredible grantees. We have so much 
to celebrate and celebrating brings us 
together and motivates us to look ahead. 

Join me in finding ways to increase our 
ability to fund more grant requests. 
Invite a friend to join WINGS, volunteer 
on a committee or the board, or respond 
to the nudge in your heart urging you to 
increase your financial gift. The needs in 
Northfield are many. Our time to act is 
now. 

Thank you for the ways you care about 
the well-being of women and youth in 
Northfield. Together we are WINGS!

With a grateful heart,

Kathy Olson 
WINGS President

WINGS · P.O. Box 845 · Northfield, MN 55057 · 507.301.6610 · www.wings-mn.org · president@wings-mn.org

WINGS is a 100% volunteer-led grassroots network of women who pool their resources 

to improve the lives of women and youth in the Northfield area. Since its founding 

in 2000, WINGS has contributed more than $1,530,000 to local nonprofits—making it 
one of the largest local grantors to local nonprofit organizations.

Joining WINGS brings you into a community of local women who are making a 

difference. In 2024, WINGS awarded $100,500 to sixteen organizations serving women 
and youth in greater Northfield.  

2025Annual Report

The WINGS annual meeting will be held on

Tuesday January 27, 2026 · 6:30-7:30pm 

at Community Resource Bank
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WINGS VOTING MEMBERS ($120+ January 1, 2024 – September 30, 2025)

WINGS Membership
Anyone can join WINGS by donating. Members who donate $120 or more can vote on 

grant distribution. Go to wings-mn.org to keep your membership current. 

Donate online to the WINGS Annual Fund to make a difference 
in the lives of women and youth over the next year.

Donate online to the WINGS Endowment Fund to help build an endowment 
so women and youth can be supported far into the future.

Or mail a check to:

WINGS
P.O. Box 845

Northfield, MN 55057



As I reflect on our 25th anniversary celebration, I’m filled 
with pride and gratitude—for the remarkable women 
who have shaped WINGS and for the deep sense of con-

nection that comes from being part of something larger than our-
selves. Gathering among 140 women at Reunion, I was reminded 
that WINGS isn’t just a grassroots organization; it’s a community 
bound by care, generosity, passion, and shared purpose. 

In preparing for the event, I saw again how naturally women 
make things happen. We often are the ones who see the needs of 
others firsthand and that is what makes WINGS so special. We 
don’t just give—we belong. We belong to a community of women 
who see the needs around them, who care deeply, and who act 
with intention. And when we work together, we are powerful 
beyond measure. 

Since our founding in 2000, WINGS has granted more than $1.7 
million to local organizations supporting women, youth and fam-
ilies in Northfield and has built an endowment that just recently 
exceeded $1 million. Behind each of those dollars is a story—a 
child who found opportunity, a woman who found stability, a 
family who found hope. That same spirit has carried WINGS for 
a quarter of a century.

Our committee produced a new and inspiring video with the 
generous financial support of our fiduciary agent, the St. Paul 
& Minnesota Foundation. This video captures the heart of 

WINGS—our story, our mission, and the women who make it 
all possible. Check it out on our website wings-mn.org. 

As we celebrate 25 years of giving and growth, I hope others will 
be inspired to join us—to experience the belonging, share the 
purpose, and witness the difference women make together. While 
many find us through our website, a personal invitation often 
makes all the difference. This is how we grow best and how we’ll 
carry WINGS into the next 25 years and beyond.

Special thanks to our committee members, Gretchen Ehresmann, 
Beth Berry, Julie Nikolai Sullivan, Kim Briske, Kris Estenson, 
and Nancy Carlson who put together a wonderful and memora-
ble 25th anniversary event.

Together, we are WINGS and together we lift our community.

Nancy Carlson 
Anniversary Committee Chair

Together, We Lift:
Ref lections on 25 Years of WINGS

Since our founding in 2000, WINGS has granted more 
than $1.7 million to local organizations supporting women, 

youth and families in Northfield

Members of the 25th Anniversary Committee

Founding members of WINGS

2025 Board of Directors

Attendees at the 25th Anniversary Celebration



WINGS awarded $125,000 in this year’s grant cycle.
WINGS has granted $1,554,887 to date.

	Healthy Community Initiative – Northfield YouthBank

	Northfield Area Learning Center – Backpack Food 
Program

	Project Friendship – Guiding the Way: College 
Mentors for Youth Empowerment

	Dakota Prairie Basic Adult Education – ABE 
Classroom Cupboard

	Ruth’s House of Hope – Strengthening Recovery: 
Funding a Dedicated Case Manager for Lasting 
Impact

	Northfield Union of Youth – Mental Health Outreach, 
Planned Activities

	Community Action Center – Diaper and Hygiene 
Bank

	Northfield Youth Sports Collaborative – Youth Sports 
Scholarships

	Community Action Center – Housing Stability Fund

	Hope Center – Continuing HOPE

	TORCH at Healthy Community Initiative – Youth 
Mental Health and Community Building

	Healthy Community Initiative – Higher Education 
Empowerment in Recovery

	Northfield Public Schools – Camp FRIENDS (Fun, 
Recreational and Inclusive Experience Necessary 
During the Summer)

	Healthy Community Initiative – Supporting Early 
Learning Efforts in Northfield

2025 Dare to Dream Grant
	Community Action Center – Domestic Violence 

Prevention Partnership

2025 WINGS GRANT RECIPIENTS
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As I reflect on 2021, I’m pleased 
to say that WINGS is growing and 
thriving! Board and committee 
members produced our first-ever 
virtual Annual Meeting, where there 
was a record turnout of members 
and guests. Also, recent growth 
in membership has allowed us to 
award $10,000 more in grants. This 
increase in grant funding has helped 
WINGS to respond even more to 

the changing needs of women and youth in the Northfield 
community.

Other celebrations were held virtually for Blue WINGS 
level donors and grant recipients. Attendees at both 
of these events heard from grant recipients about the 
impact that our grants had on their organizations. Since 
then, the outreach committee has been monitoring and 
reporting how grants were being used, while membership 
and communications committees continued connecting 
with our membership. Since WINGS is an all-volunteer 

WOMEN IN NORTHFIELD GIVING SUPPORT         WWW.WINGS-MN.ORG         NOVEMBER, 2021
WINGS (Women in Northfield Giving Support) educates 
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or donate online (wings-mn.org/donate) by Nov. 30. Send your 
tax-deductible gift soon. Thank you! 

Stay informed about WINGS! E-news is sent to WINGS members 
and friends monthly. If you are not receiving e-news, please 
check your email spam folder. If you have questions, contact 
communications@wings-mn.org.
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Thank you for considering making your legacy gift to WINGS. 
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Foundation

2021 WINGS Grant Recipients -  
WINGS awarded $90,000 in this year’s grant cycle. WINGS has granted $1,229,887 to date.

 Healthy Community Initiative: Northfield 
YouthBank

 Northfield Middle School TORCH: Out-of-School-
Time Connections

 Ruth’s House of Hope: Emergency and Transitional 
Shelter Program

 TORCH: Somali Student Support
 Greenvale Park Community School: Middle School 

Initiative
 Sharing Our Roots: Mobile Coop Project
 Community Action Center: Housing Stability
 Health Finders Collaborative: School-Based  

Mental Health

 Infants Remembered in Silence: IRIS Bereavement 
Support Packets

 Northfield Union of Youth: The Wallflower Project,  
a host home program

 Northfield Community College Collaborative:  
Law Enforcement Pathway

 Project Friendship: Something to Celebrate
 Community Action Center: Operation Joy for Teens
 HOPE Center: Zoom Into the Future
 Community Action Center: Diaper Bank
 Community Action Center: Farm to Family Market
 Healthy Community Initiative: Reading Corps  

Pre-K Internal Coach
 Northfield Arts Guild: Bilingual Art Packs

organization, we rely on leadership and generous 
donations of time from our members. We invite you 
to join the board or a committee to help in these 
capacities. Let us know if you are interested.
 
We are doing strategic planning to examine goals for 
the next five years along with strategies and tactics 
to achieve them. The Community Affiliates Program 
Manager from the St. Paul and Minnesota Foundation 
has guided us through initial phases of the process. The 
resulting plans, based on our core values, will continue 
to inspire our work supporting education, basic needs, 
and physical/mental health of women and youth in the 
Northfield area.

I am confident that through our valued membership and 
pooled investments, WINGS will continue to improve 
the lives of women and youth in Northfield. 

Patsy Ophaug
President of WINGS

Save the date for
Minnesota’s generosity holiday!

A Letter From Your President 

Give to the Max Day is 
returning on Thursday, 
November 18, 2021, 
and Early Giving begins 
Monday, November 1.

Give to the Max exists 
because of tens of 
thousands of generous 
Minnesotans like you. On 

behalf of WINGS and the thousands of causes on GiveMN.
org, we look forward to your support as we work together to 
raise millions of dollars for Minnesota communities this year!

Can’t wait to make a difference? Visit GiveMN.org any day 
of the year and search for WINGS and causes that mean the 
most to you!
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